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. _History is in the making in the cost of the new aquatic center. T _
City of Wood River! The first phase of estimated operating cost for a renovab ’
the Central Park Aquatic Center is now pool would have been 60% higher,
in operation. The "Rainbow Bend" Water $16,000 per year more than for the new
Slide opened June 9th, Construction pool.
continues according to schedule on the 3. How did the Committee reach its
remainder of the aquatic center. decision? The committee commissioned a
‘Here are some answers to questions study of what similar communities had
frequently asked about the aguatic decided when considering either renova-
center. - tion or a new swimming pool. Committee
1. What were the problems asgoci- members toured public and private swim-
ated with the old pool? There is a mis-~ ming pools in Belleville, Highland, Cen-
conception that the old swimming pool tralia,:Urbana and Champaign. The com-
operated on a break-even basis. = In mittee members asked questions and took
fact, the old pool required ~ over notes about the good points and mistakes
$200,000 in property tax subsidies since : in these projects. '
1970, ~ The subsidies averaged nearly 4. What did the committee recom-
$15,000 per season, or almost $200 per mend to the City Council? Upon comple-
day of each swim season. The old pool tion of the study, the committee voted
used an enormous amount of water. This pnanimously to recommend construction of
situation was complicated by the de- the Central Park Aquatic Center. This
terioration and obsolescence of the aquatic center will include a swimming
pool. The average lifespan of a public pool and deck area with a design capac-
swimming pool is Jjust over 20 years. ity to serve more than 1,300 people. The
our pool lasted nearly three times that deck area. may be used for a variety of
long, with only one major renovation. community activities. The center
2. Who was involved in the deci- - includes a wading pool for small
sion_te build a - new Aquatic Center? In children. Facilities will be available
an effort to fipnd a long-term solution - for 'the swimming of laps, competi {hi
to the swimming pool issues, the City swimming and diving. e
Council appointed a 43-member Blue Rib- K 5. What did our City Council think
bon  Citizens Swimming Pool Advisory about the citizen committes's recommen—
Committee. The committee began work in dation? The City Council held two pub-
December, 1982, The citizens on the lic hearings to gather more information
Advisory Committee represented a - good about the aquatic center. The Council,
cross-section of the community, and a following careful consideration of the
variety of viewpoints on the future of financial prospects, approved the citi-
swimming facilities. A majority of the zens committee recommendation.
committee, in the beginning of the in- ' ' 6. How will the Central Park
dependent study, believed the old pool Aquatic Center be financed? The
could be salvaged. During the study, $2,539,000 aguatic center will not re-
" including architectural consultations, quire a tax Increase. The financing
. the vast majority of committee members package includes a grant of $200,000
concluded it would not be feasible to from the Illinois Department of Conser-
renovate the old pool. The construction vation and a $250,000 grant from the
cost for renovating the old pool would Madison County Community Development
have been over $780,000 more than the ‘Agency. The major component of financ-
: : S ing is -a $2.1 million lease/purchase
-==-COUPON=-~~- : agreement . with the First National Bank
'/’/'/I/’Ar/I/’/’/’/’/’/I/’/’/’/’/ﬂ of Wood River " This 10-year agreement
TN e et athe et vear to
" . T . : rom $345, n e rst year to
\%@ﬁb For Wood River Residents \Q?%?b ! $207,000 in the tenth year.
Qﬁb@\ #%1/2 OFf a 3-Ride Pass¥¥ N ! 7. How will the City meet this
: ‘ annual financial obligation? The water
- N gslide is the primary source for \m;
Name ! payback. The water slide is proj
N ~ to generate a profit of more than
Q&, Address 4%%} s $100,000 per year.
One per customer--Valid through July 23, 1984.§ Continued on p. 3
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- . ~ CADETS i o
at Your A

Prior 'to_the_opening of the "Rain-
. bow Bend" Water Slide, many residents of
Wood River and -nearby towns had to

~ SERVICE

travel 20 miles or more to ride water On May 1st, Wood River's 2 new ca-
slides. ~ Now, citizens of Wood River and dets reported for duty with the Wood
nearby communities are coming to the ‘River Police Department. The primary
"Rainbow Bend" Water Slide.. Those who responsibilities of our 2 -new . cadets
use the water slide are helping to pay include:
for the aquatic center, _ ‘1, Animal Control

Dther sources of funds invelve a ‘iﬁfh 2, Pparking Enforcement
series of paybacks on loans made by the. 3. Vacation Checks .
General Fund and the Federal Revenue 4,

_ Abandoned Vehicles.
Sharing Fund to various "business" funds : o
in past years to assist in development " The cadets will provide 4 hours of

of their facilities. The Golf Course, coverage for these 4 services each day,

Water and Sewer Funds are now able to " including nights and weekends. They

_ begin repayment of these loans without will be wearing uniforas and will spend

increasing user fees, Since long-term most of their time on patrol in -your
bonds are about to be repaid in each City.

fund: : ' The intent of the Cadet Program is

1. The long-term water revenue bond to increase service to YOUI . It is also

was completed earlier this year - helping students enrcolled in the Lewis &

with a final payment of $67,000. Clark Law Enforcement Program gain valu-

2. The long-term sewer bond will be able experience. The Cadet Program will

. completed in two years with a enable the Police Department to increase

© .~ final payment of $51,000. 7 the daily coverage of the 4 service

. 3, The long-term golf course bond areas for you. While responding to com-~

will be repaid in two years with a plaints regarding stray animals, the

final payment of $42,000. . cadets will also be enforcing parking

Remember, these bond issues were rules, performing vacation checks for

made possible through leans from the you and checking on abandoned cars to

General Fund and the Federal Revenue help clean up our City streets - all at

Sharing Fund. Therefore, it makes sense no inerease in “cost to you.
to repay the General PFund in the future : : :
for these loans. _

8. What does the new Aguatic : %
Center mean to the citizens of Wood - : L

" River? The old Wood River Municipal p
Swimming Pool had been a great landmark
and a source for civic pride, Several
generations of swimmers from Wood River
and surrounding communities spent a lot

- of summer days at the pool. The old
‘pool will always hold a special place in
our hearts. We also look forward to com-

pletion of our new landmark. The Wood
River Aguatic Center will be a place for
family enfertainment. The Aquatic

Center will serve as the keystone of the
Central Park Recreation Area for years
to come. -

.More Fun Is On the Way!
' Comstruction of the Rainbéw Bend Water Slide
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Paving a Smoother Way for You

/

*Magnolia between Rock Hill Road and
Mimosa;
_*Mimosa between Rock Hill Road ' to Dead
End; _
- *Wilson between  Sixth = St. and

- . Jefferson Avenue; -

" *pershing between Sixth St., . and
Jefferson Avenue; ' -
*Roosevelt St. between Sixth 8t. and

- Jefferson Avenue; ' o

 *grand _Avenue - between  Sixth St. and

“Jefferson Avenue; '
*1]1linois Avenue between Sixth St.
and Jefferson Avenue; '
*Woodland =~ Avenue between . Sixth St.

~*all -alleys
- between

/o

The City has many plans for street

/ maintenance during this summer. If your
street is going to be resurfaced, you
will receive a notice from the City the
day before asking you to move your car
off the street. Your - street will be
blocked off for a short while until it
is finished being resurfaced. The alley

will be done first and then the street.
All of the following streets will
be oiled .and chipped,  which includes
being covered with fresh rock, grated,
compacted and then sprayed with primer:

*Ladd from 1d4th St. to East End;
*Williams between l4th St. and Bdwards;
#Edwards between Esther and Ladd

#15th St. between 01d Alton/EdwardsV1lle
Road to Dead ‘end;

*Linton - between 0ld Alton/Edwardsvi]le
Road and Harrison;

*Greenview between 0ld Alton/Edwards—

ville Road and Harrison;

*Bonita between 0ld Alton/hdwardbv1lle
Road and Harrison;
*Avalon between 0ld Alton/Edwardsvllle
Road and Harrison;

~*§iland between Linton and Avalon;

*¥Vjista between Linten and Avalon;
*pelk Park Road between Rock Hill Road
to North End; ' '

and Jefferson Avenue;

sixth = 8t.
south of Edwardsv1lle

For more information or if yeu have
any questions, please call 254-5822.

“and 14th st.

'$32 per year, which

north of Madison Avenue -

_L_iving _in Wood River

$$ is a Bargéin!$$

A recent study
compared the average
City services in the 16 Madison County
cities having a population over 1,000.
It turned out that
is a bargain! Cities were ranked from 1
{most expensive) to 16 (least
expensive). Wood River ranked 12th for
user fees (water, sewer, refuse collec-
tion) and 11th for total taxes (proper-
ty, utility, wheel}. In total, 10 cit-
ies were more expensive places to live
than Wood River :

in December,
homeowner costs of

A

Refuse Colleciion:
Highest Cost -- Maryville & Troy at $65,
*The average Wood River homeowner paid
is no ingrease_over

Ag§£ﬂx§9£l

Sewer Fees
Highest Cost - Maryville at $112.
*The average Wood River homeowner paid
$48 per year, which is no_increase over
lagt year! S

Water Fees
nghest Cost -- Alton at $156.
*The average Wood River homeowner paid
$85 per year, which is ng_increase over
last year! ' o o

Total User Fees: :
Highest Cost -- Maryvilie at $289
*The average Wood River homeowner paid
$165 per year, which is no_increase over

last _year and $124 cheaper than
Maryville. S
In fact, 'the average Wood River
homeowner paid LESS for total annual
user fees than homeowners in Maryville,
Glen - Carbon, Troy, Bethalto, "Granite
city, South Roxana, Alton, Highland,

Madison, Venice and Edwardsville.

: Looking at taxes:

Wheel Tax:
Highest cost -- Troy at $14.
*Wood River homeowners paid No tax!

Utility Tax:
Highest Cost -- South Roxana and Madison
at $82.

*Wood River homeowners paid NO_ tax!

Continued on p. 6
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Volunteers Make a Difference

Giv’ing New Life to Our City

These fine Rotary members donated and
planted 150 River Birch trees along
Acton and Lorena Avenues as a beautifi-
cation effort for our City. Thanks for
making a difference!

W pmive .

The Ghent Water Treatment Facility

in our €ity has been operated on a 24-
hour, 365 day basis since it began
treating the . City's water supply in
1965. Last October, a study was done te
see If the number of shifts at the plant
¢could be reduced from 3 to 2. The study
proved to be a success!
' The daily treatment time of the
water depends on how much water is used
each day, but the normal treatment times
are 8:00 AM to 10:00 ‘PM. Much less wa-
ter is used during the rest of the hours
of the day so water needed can then be
supplled by the water towers.

.During the unstaffed periods, an
alarm system now monitors the facility
_and storage conditions. The system a-
lerts the Police Dispatcher if a problem
arises at the facility. In the case of
a fire during . the unstaffed period, a
water plant operator is called by the
Police Dispatcher to go to the plant and
resume pumping to maintain adequate
water storage. '

Cost-Cutters _

Wood River Jaycees

Again this summer, the Wood River
Jaycees will be serving our City by op-
erating the concession stand at Sixth
Street Park, A softball tournament is
also being planned in August at Belk
Park for area players. Half of theé pro-
ceeds from the softball tournament will
be given to the Muscular Distrophy
Assaciation. A project being planned
for this fall by the Jaycees is a nature
hike at Belk Park for the children of
Wood River. _

The Jaycees alse sponsor time and
leadership dynamics classes as well as
float trips and family outings for their
members. _

' If you would like to join or help
the Jaycees or would like further infor-
mation about their projects, call Keith
at 254-7447.

Reducing the water plant operation
to 2 shifts also reduced the number of
operators needed at the plant from 4 to

3. The extra operatof'has been trans-
ferred to the Water Distribution
Division. This transfer will improve

maintenance of the distribution system.
An added ‘benefit to the shift re- -

duction is that no scheduled overtime

will be needed (except during periods of

exceptionally high water usage). The
overall savings to the Water Fund is
estimated at $15,000 per_year as a re-

sult of changing from 3 to 2 shifts.

\ "What I like most ‘about growing up
in Wood River... dis that it may be a
small town, but it is terrificl”

1st Place Essay Contest Winner,
Leah Toombs, 5th Grade




Please Permit” Me...

Permits for repairs and/or construc-
tion are required to protect you and
your neighbors. It is important to re-
member that new additions or alterations
to your home generally require a permit
from the City. Also, garage and yard
sales, and fence construction, reguire
permits.

Here are some basic rules to follow:

Building Permits

1, Never assume anything! Before be-
ginming a home improvement project,
call City Hall and ask about re-
quired permits and fees for any re-
pairs or work on buildings, plumb-
ing, electrical, demolition, patios,

~and swim pools. )

2. All permits must be posted at the
site where work is being performed.

3. The construction of fences requires
permits. Maximum heights of fences
vary depending on: a) whether the
property is in a residential or com-
mercial district, and b) if the pro-
perty is a corner lot.

Garage & Yard Sales

1, Permits are acquired from the City
Clerk and must be V131b1? durlng
“sales. '

2. Garage and yard ‘ésales can be con-
ducted no more than two (2) times a
year on a specific property.

3. A garage or yard sale cannot last
for more than 72 hours,

4; Signs advertising garage sales are
not allowed 'in publi¢ right-of-way,
such as utility poles, etc.

*Remember, when building additions or
making alterations - do not assume any-
thing!! Gall City Hall at 254-0123 for
more information regarding required per-
mits: taking this precaution can save
you time and money - resulting in a
-well-done job..

“Liying in Wood River..." Continued
from p. 4

Prongrtxmlgﬁ ' ‘ _
Highest cost -~ Venice at $233. '
*The average Wood River homeowner pai

$137 per year for city services.

In fact, the average Wood River
homeowner paid LESS for = total annual

- taxes than homeowners in Granite City,

Venice, Maryville, South Roxana, Alton,
Madison, Edwardsville, Highland Bethal-
to and Collinsville,

The study concludes that, for 16
Madison County cities, total yearly
costs range from $526 down to $187, with
10 cities Dbeing more expensive . to live
in than Wood River. . Wood River ls 43%
or $224 LESS EXPENSIVE than the most
expensive city to live in. Although
Edwardsville -and Wood River are very
similar in population and tax base, it
would cost an average homeowner 15%
more, or $46 for City services in Ed-
wardsville compared to Wood River.

Wood _River - Best Buy for your
money! !

"‘in Wood River..

"What I like best -about growing up
is that the Library has
a bunch of good books I like."

2nd Place Essay Contést Winner,
Larry Lapinski, 4th Grade

the topic of trains.

Weod é?f%?iae%ef Public éigilﬂzczdzga

Movies for childbeﬁ 1st-6th grade
will be . shown every Tuesday- during the

month of August at 2:00 p.m.

‘The Pre-school Program for the sum-

mer will be held July 21st and August

18th.  The July 21lst program will be on
Program time:
10:30 a.m.

%*0On Saturday, September 8, 1984, a
special folk music concert will be given
by the "Hoffman Family" at 2:00 p.m. The
"Hoffman Family" ~will be playing home-

This concert 1s f
children and adults. -

For more information call 254- 4832

made: instruments.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MERCHANTS




WIN! WINI
- WIN! WIN!
NI Tt WIN!

The Wood River Division of the Twin
Rivers Chamber of Commerce is giving
away diamond rings in honor of Wood
River's Diamond Jubilee. Register at
your local merchants. '

Notes from Your City Inspector

®
' Oh, Rats!

Now is a good time to stop rats
from ever becoming a problem in our
City. Here are a few tips on how to
prevent rats: '

1) Store trash and garbage in cov-
ered containers.

2) Keep grass and weeds cut.

3) Aveid letting junk accumulate
in your yard.

4) Store pet food in g¢losed con-
tainers and do not leave pet
food out over night.

5) Cover all openings in build-
ings, even if they are as small
as a quarter, using screen or
metal. Once rats enter a
building, they gnaw on insula-
tion of wires which can cause a’
fire.

The best way to control rats is to
" eliminate their food and shelter. Let's
do it  together! Please call Woody oar
Denise at City Hall, 254-0123, if you
ever see a rat.

~ What's Happening with the Diamonds?

o

July ~ A permanent display of histori-

cal items and memorabilia will
open at the Wood River Library.

Certain areas in Wood River
will be designated as
Historical Sights. They will be
marked with a sign and a map
and brohure will be available
to guide you ‘to these
historical sights. These will
be available at City Hall and
at the - Wood River Library
around July 15th.

"Diamond Ring Drawing" will he
held July 27th. -

August~ "City-wide Dances” will be held

during this month,

*pDiamond Ring Drawing" will be
held August 3lst.

Sept. "Amoco Refinery Tour" and
“Pigneer Days"™ at our local
schools  will be the main
events sponsored by the
Committee,

“Diamond Ring Drawing" will be
held September 28th.

A Diamond Jubilee Fund has been
established at the First National Bank
of Wood River. You can donate to this
fund te help make Wood River's Diamond
Jubilee an even greater success by mak-
ing a check payable to the “"Diamond
Jubilee Committee". Mr. Tom Macias is
taking donations at the Bank.

- 0ld pictures, memorabilia and oral
stories are also needed to enrich the
historical display and the oral history
of Wood River. -

The Chairpersons of the Diamond
Jubilee Committee are:

Nancy Goff

Loretta Dawdy
John Nicoloff
Lawanda Smith

If you would 1ike to become a member of
this interesting and fun committee,
please call Lawanda at 259-5621.

HELP WOOD RIVER CELEBRATE ITS 75TH
YEAR!
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// onship Belk Park Gelf Course!

r

permanent

c

ident card

r

Terrific weather is finally here so
t is time to go golfing at your champi-
As a
you can obtain a
resident card from the golf
ourse for a $5 handling fee. This res-
entitles the card holder to
educed resident rates, as follows:

esident of Wood River,

Monday thru Friday $3.25 for 9 holes

$4.75 for 18 holes

Saturday and Sunday $4.25 for 9 holes

$6.75 for 18 holes-

For Our Water Customers

Please give the City a 1 day advance
notice if you want your water turned
OFF or ON (for non-emergency situ-
ations - so our schedule can meet
your schedule. :

DO .NOT tamper with your water meter
or shut-off valves in the street,
Court action will be taken as this
is considered vandalism to City

- property. Always call the Water
office at 254-0181 if you need your
water turned ON or OFF.

Pay for What You Use—

.Did you know that
per second from a leaky faucet can add
up to as much as four gallons per day?
One leaky faucet can waste as much as
5,000 gallons of water a year or $6.50.

1 drop of water

leaking, you are also wasting the energy
it takes to heat the water and your mon-
ey to pay for that energy.

Toilets that do not _stop running
are a major problem, Gonstantly running
toilets can use 100,000 gallons of water
in 12 months! That is a waste of pre-
cious water as well as vyour $85 each

~month,

It pays to stop leaks!

Not What You L_ose!!

Editor: Karen Gilbert Tyvists:

~private property.

-‘Re-serva.t;i_ons a'fe_é'- ‘accepted af‘, '
for the following weekend.

Mondays
four-some is needed to make a reserva-
tion. To make a reservation or for more

informatien, call 254-9065,

" 'Golf lessons for groups of 10 or
less are being offered by the Belk Park
Golf Course. The first meeting for the
group lessons will be held July 9th,
6:30 p.m,, ‘at the practice range on the
golf course, There is a $30.00 charge
for the eight golf lessons, payable at
the July  9th meeting. At the July 9th
meeting, you will receive a lesson book-
let - and discuss further details about
the group lessons. For further informa-
tion, call 254-9065,

Come on out and enjoy your champi-
onship golf coursel

o ’
The City has hired !

part-time inspector in an attempt to

place special attention on the enforcg

ment of laws pertaining to the upkeep
This will help Kee

an additional

our City beautiful. .

Our new inspector is Denise Gimmy
who will be assisting Woody Haley in
this capacity. In order to prevent re-
ceiving a citation from the General
Inspectors, you could make sure you have
none of the following violations:

- Weeds/grass must not grow in
.excess of 8 inches.

- Unlicensed or inoperable vehicles
are not allowed on private proper-
ty more than 10 days (must be
valid license).

- Property must be maintained in a
¢clean, safe and sanltary manner,
free from any accumulation of rub-
bish or garbage.

'~ Brush must not remain on property.

- Major overhaul of vehicles must
not be done in residential area.

- All strugtures must be maintained
structurally sound.

- All wood should be stacked 18
inches above ground.

These are a few of the things the "&
Inspectors will be looking for in all %“”’,
sections of the City, Your help -and !
cooperation will be greatly appreciated.

Jan Sneed & Jean Stanley



